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Home Builder License for 2008?

As of January 1, 2008, general contractors in Georgia must
have a state license in order to build houses. The
requirements are fairly stringent, but many area builders
think the law is a good idea. "I would say that all honest
contractors are glad to see this in place," said Bill Goode,
owner of Victory Custom Homes in Dawson County. "I don't
see that it will cause any undue hardship." Goode said he
hopes the rules will weed out part-time builders who don't
keep up with industry standards. "Before this, there was
nothing to stop anybody with a hammer and a truck from
deciding to build homes. I've seen everyone from airline pilots
to janitors trying to get into the business, thinking there's
money to be made."

Certain types of subcontractors, such as electricians, already
have to be licensed in Georgia. Many people think the
requirement for general contractors is long overdue. "One
argument for the law was that in Georgia, the person who
cuts your hair has to be licensed, yet the person who builds
your house did not," said Phil Gruber, assistant manager of
building inspection services for the city of Gainesville.
Starting next January, the city no longer can issue a building
permit if the applicant does not have a contractor's license.

"The license must be renewed every two years and requires
eight hours of continuing education. This will force builders
to keep up with the codes," he said. "The majority of builders
we see do comply with the codes. But there's a small
percentage that tries to get away with whatever they can."”

Gainesville builder Tim Whitmire said unethical or
incompetent contractors tarnish the industry's reputation.
"There needs to be a way to protect people. You hear so many
horror stories about building houses, and it shouldn't be that
way," he said. "It's time for a law like this. It will make the
industry more professional and better for the consumer." Yet
Whitmire said he has mixed emotions about the law. "I've
been a builder for 28 years, and I got started in an atmosphere
of free enterprise (without much government regulation)," he
said. "But things are so much more complicated now, and
you've really got to know your stuff these days."

Licenses will be issued through the Secretary of State's
office in three categories: residential basic, resident/light
commercial and general contractor. To be eligible, an
applicant must be at least 21 years old, have liability
insurance, verify payment of taxes, complete continuing
education classes and pass an exam. The general contractor

category also requires a minimum net worth of $150,000 and
a credit line of at least $50,000. The latter requirement is
aimed at preventing scenarios in which a contractor goes
bankrupt and leaves a project unfinished. But it also could
make it more difficult for new builders to get into the
business. "I do think it may be hard for some small companies
to meet the requirements," Whitmire said.

But Van Neese, spokesman for the Home Builders'
Association of Gainesville-Hall County, said his organization
sees the law as a positive step. "The standards aren't intended
to put people out of business," he said. "If you are in this
industry as a professional, you shouldn't have any problem
meeting them. "Personally, I don't want someone building
my house who does it just as a hobby."

In fact, the law does make allowances for "do-it-
yourselfers." A state license is not required for projects
costing less than $2,500. And property owners can build a
house intended for their own use. But if they sell the home,
they can't build another one for two years unless they obtain a
license.

State officials have not worked out the specifics of the
licensing exam or where the test will be conducted. "We're
going to check with the state to see if we'll be able to offer
(continuing education) classes and testing locally, as we did
with erosion control certification," Gruber said.

But some builders won't have to take the test at all. Those
with considerable experience in construction may be exempt
from the exam. However, the deadline to be "grandfathered
in" has passed, and the state licensing board has been
inundated with last-minute applications.

"You wouldn't believe how many builders have been in
business for years and never carried liability insurance until
now," Whitmire said. "They were scrambling to get coverage
so they could apply for the exemption." Whitmire himself
sent in an application, based on his almost three decades of
experience. He said it wasn't a simple process. "I had to
provide a lot of documentation, such as signed affidavits from
a civil engineer." The state requires proof that the builder has
completed several previous "successful projects."

The law also requires that new homes carry at least a one-
year warranty. Contractors who do shoddy work may have
their licenses revoked. They can also be fined up to $5,000, in
addition to paying restitution to homeowners. Goode said the
law brings accountability to his profession. "Now there's
recourse for consumers," he said. "A builder who doesn't
follow the rules can lose his license. And without a license, he
can't get any more building permits."

Source: By Debbie Gilbert, Gainesville Times, Originally
published Wednesday, January 3, 2007.
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/news/stories/20070103/loca
Inews/147565.shtml



Stain On A Vinyl Floor?

There is a mysterious stain on my vinyl floor and it has
gotten larger over the past several years. The vinyl is over
concrete in my downstairs bathroom. What could be the
cause of the stain and is there a way to get rid of it?

You have a classic case of “bottom-up” staining - the stain
is penetrating the vinyl from underneath. It may be the
adhesive that was used to adhere the vinyl to the concrete, or
it could be the result of moisture rising up through the
concrete.

Since your stain is yellow, it’s probably an adhesive stain. If
it were black, gray, blue or pink, it would indicate mold
growth. Then you’d have to solve a moisture problem before
laying your new floor.

You have two options. Either rip up the flooring and scrape
off the adhesive, or install a new floor (vinyl, laminate,
carpet, wood or floating floor) right over the top of the vinyl,
provided the old vinyl is well adhered. If it’s coming loose,
tear it out and start over. Otherwise, the second option is
quicker and easier. Besides, the old vinyl will make a great
underlayment. The stain won’t come up through the old vinyl
and discolor the new floor.

Bottom-up staining has become less common over the last
ten years because adhesive formulas have improved.

Source: The Family Handyman, May 2006
thefamilyhandyman.com
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If you have a question, change of address, comment or home tip, send
your letter to Home Tips, Christian Building Inspectors, Inc., 3697
Habersham Lane, Duluth, Georgia, 30096-6111. You can also E-Mail
your questions to us at rodharrison@christianbuildinginspectors.com.
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Home Tipns- Available By Email
Due To The Increase In Distribution Cost, We
Will Be Discontinuing The Delivery 0f Home
Tins To Your Office At The End Of This Year. To

Receive Them By Email, Just Drop Us A Note At:
RodHarrison@
ChristianBuildinginspectors.com.

Quote Of The Month

HELEN KELLER

£\ Tip OF Thye [£lat Mo

Linda Hagan ‘
Re/Max Executives In

2260 North Druid Hills Road
Atlanta, Georgia 30329

Thank You

o CHRISTIAN BUILDING INSPECTORS, INC. o

e Member: ASHI, GAHI, ICC o
e International Code Council Residential Combination Inspector No. 5185008-RS5 «
e Fully Insured With E&QO, Liability and Worker's Compensation Insurance e
e Office: 1-888-257-0365 or 770-849-0920, Fax 770-849-0540, Cell 404-697-4129 o

e Web Page: www.christianbuildinginspectors.com Email: rodharrison@christianbuildinginspectors.com e

e Site e Interior ¢ Air Conditioning
e Drainage o Exterior e Attic

e Foundations e Appliances ¢ Roofing

e Floor Slabs e Ventilation e Safety

e Crawl Spaces e Electrical ¢ New Homes

¢ Basements e Plumbing e Warranty

¢ Structural ¢ Heating e Construction

CHRISTIAN BUILDING INSPECTORS, INC. 3697 HABERSHAM LANE, DULUTH, GEORGIA 30096, OFFICE 770-849-0920, FAX 770-849-0540




	Page #1
	Page #2

