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      Q & A   

Radon?
What exactly is Radon and why should I be concerned

with it?   

Radon is an invisible, odorless, naturally occurring gas. It is
formed through the radioactive decay of uranium in soil.
Once inside an enclosed space, radon can accumulate to
dangerous levels. The EPA estimates 20% of the homes in the
U.S. contains high levels of radon (EPA, 1987). Energy tight
structures with low ventilation are particularly susceptible to
radon accumulation. Scientist estimate that 5,000 to 20,000
lung cancer deaths annually in the U.S. may be attributed to
radon (EPA, 1986).

The only way to determine the radon exposure risk to you
and your family is to have your home tested. The most widely
used radon detection devices are the charcoal canisters and
the alpha track detectors. Both methods are reliable and
economical. If radon is found, don't panic, there are ways of
reducing the risk of exposure by sealing or ventilating the
area. You will need to contact a radon contractor for proper
evaluation..

For more information on radon, contact: Certus
Laboratories, P.O. Box 105633, Atlanta, Georgia 30348 or
call (404)762-5411.
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Lead-Based Paint?
Our house is 32 years old and probably contains lead-

based paint. Are there any precautions that should be taken
to protect our children?

About two-thirds of the homes built before 1940 and one-
half of the homes built between 1940 and 1960 contain
heavily-leaded paint. Some of the homes built between 1960
and 1978 could contain heavily-leaded based paint. The lead
was used as a pigment and drying agent in "alkyd" oil based
paint. "Latex" water based paint generally do not contain
lead. In 1978, the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
lowered the legal maximum lead content in most kinds of
paint to 0.06% which is a trace amount.

Lead based paint is a major source of lead poisoning for
children and can also affect adults. In children, lead

poisoning can cause irreversible brain damage and can impair
mental functioning.

Eating or chewing paint chips is one way young children
are exposed to lead. Ingesting and inhaling dust that is
created as lead-based paint chalks, chips or peels from
deteriorated surfaces is another way people become exposed
to lead. Adults can also generate lead dust by sanding lead-
based paint when remodeling or re-painting.

Consumers can reduce exposure to lead-based paint by
covering the lead-based paint with a sealant and then painting
over it or reduce the lead dust exposure by periodically wiping
the surface with a high phosphorous (at least 5%) cleaning
solution. The only completely safe way to eliminate the
problem is by removing or replacing the paint or painted item
by a licensed contractor that is experienced with lead-based
paint.

For additional information, write to the Consumer
Information Center, P.O. Box 100, Pueblo, Colorado, 81002
and ask for a free copy of "Getting The Lead Out" publication
number 532Z.
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Lead In Drinking Water?
The copper water lines in our house are old and probably

contain lead solder. Does the lead pose a health problem?

Jeff Cohen, chief of the Lead Task Force, at EPA's Office of
Water, says that lead is not a hazard in everyone's home
because, in general, lead levels in drinking water are low. But
he says that concerned homeowners or apartment dwellers
can take several steps to reduce lead content in water.

Begin with a water analysis on your household water. The
average cost for someone to come to your home and take
samples is $75.00. If the analysis shows that the lead levels
are about 20 ppb (parts per billion) or higher, let the water
run before first use in the morning for 30 seconds or until the
water runs cool. This flushes the lines. Do not use hot water
for drinking or cooking since lead leaches more easily into
hot water.

Another option is to try a water filter. There are some water
filters on the market that do a pretty good job of removing
lead.

For additional information, contact Applied Technical
Services, Inc., Environmental Science Division, 1190 Atlanta
Industrial Drive, Marietta, Georgia 30066, (404) 423-0508,
ask for a copy of "Lead And Your Drinking Water".

Source: FDA Consumer Magazine, July-August 1991.
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Asbestos?
Where is asbestos normally found in a home and when

can it be a problem?

Most products made today do not contain asbestos.
However, until the 1970s, many types of building products
and insulation materials used in homes contained asbestos.
Common products that might have contained asbestos in the
past include: furnace ducts; resilient floor tiles, adhesives and
backings; door gaskets in stoves; sprayed on wall and ceiling
soundproofing and decorative material; patching and joint
compounds for wallboard; textured paints; asbestos cement
roofing shingles and siding; artificial fireplace ashes; stove
top pads, ironing board covers; and certain automobile parts.

If you think asbestos may be in your home, don't panic!
Usually, the best thing to do is leave asbestos material that is
in good condition alone. Generally, materials in good
condition will not release asbestos fibers. THERE IS NO
DANGER unless fibers are released and inhaled into the
lungs.

It is always a good idea to have any suspected material
tested to determine if it contains asbestos. The test normally
runs approximately $75.00 per sample. If the material does
contain asbestos, then check the material regularly. Don't
touch it, but look for signs of wear or damage such as tears,
abrasions or water damage. Damaged material may release
asbestos fibers. This is particularly true if you often disturb it
by hitting, rubbing or handling it, or if it is exposed to
extreme vibration or air flow.

If asbestos material is more than slightly damaged or if you
are going to make changes in your home that might disturb it,
then repair or removal by a professional is needed.

For additional information contact U.S. Consumer Product
Safety Commission, Washington, DC 20207 or call 800-638-
CPSC.
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If you have a question, comment or home tip, send your letter to Home
Tips, Christian Building Inspectors, Inc., 1003 Star Court, Norcross,
Georgia 30093. We reserve the right to edit for length.

thank you!

i would like to thank each and every one
of you who sent cards, letters or called
about the recent loss of my wife
Jennifer. your support is greatly
appreciated.

       rod harrison

J o k e  Of  The  Da y

"Why did you leave your last job?" asked the manager.
"Illness", said the job applicant.
"What kind of illness?"
"I don't know," the man said. "They just said they were sick
of me."
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